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win and hold fishermen's votes while approximating the limit of
control and taxation of canneries, without overstepping the limit
of safety, still comes up at every session of the Territorial Legis-
lature.
In 1922, when President Harding visited Alaska, his Secretary
of Commerce, Herbert Hoover, gave us a new slant on the situa-
tion as it looked from Washington. A meeting was arranged at
which representatives of the canners, fishermen and the territory
were invited to air their views and grievances. The room was
packed with lobbyists and spectators; with brisk directness Mr.
Hoover began by requiring each of the interested parties to choose
a spokesman. Time was limited. After a short parley our Senator
Black and two others stepped forward,
The Secretary had met Black and knew all the political angles;
therefore he turned to the next in line, a prominent lawyer,
"Whom do you represent?" he inquired.
After considerable hedging, the man admitted being employed
by the canneries.
"And you, sir?" the other man was asked.
eTm speaking for the poor fishermen, Mr. Secretary, all living
right here in the territory."
"Very well, gentlemen; I represent the poor fish, which, as
you may recall, belong to the whole United States. Now lefs
get down to business."
Nothing of lasting benefit came of the meeting, but it was made
clear that Alaska had not been given in trust for the use of
Alaskans exclusively.
Not often is one privileged to spend an informal evening in
the company of a President of the United States. Following a
reception in the Governor's Mansion, a dozen or more Federal
and Territorial officials gathered in the smoking-room, where the
President lounged in a big easy-chair, completely at ease and, as
he put it, envious of Governor Bone's position and freedom from
worry. Though he assured us the trip north was delightful and
had done him a world of good, he was obviously a very sick man,
weary, careworn, and in the light of later developments perhaps
disillusioned.
iWe sampled his cigarettes and offereS ours in return, the con-
versatiqn centring around Alaska's scenery, its mild yet bracing
climate and general healthfulness. He was especially interested in
its timber resources, agricultural possibilities, and in the feasibility